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GRAND JURY SERVICE INSTRUCTIONS - READ CAREFULLY

COMPLETE AND RETURN THE LOWER HALF OF THIS FORM WITHIN 5 PAYS. KEEP THIS UPPER PORTION FOR YOUR RECORDS,

TERM OF SERVICE: This term of grand jury service is 18 months long beginning on ||} at 8:00 2.m.

You have been summoned to appear for a grand jury selection on at 8:00 am. The selected grand
jurors wiil meet for 18 months

REPORTING INSTRUCTIONS: You must call the day before to confirm that you are required ¢o report on |-

Unless you were excused by the Court, you must call the Jury Information Line at (800)-488-3350 after 12:00 p.m. on the day
before your reporting date to confirm that you still need to report. We cannot pay you if you report in error.

HARDSHIP EXCUSE REQUESTS: Jury service is an obligation which we as citizens are required to perform

The grand jury plays an important role in determining which members of the community are to be charged with the most
serious of criminal offenses. It stands between the law enforcement agencies and the public to assure that individual rights and
commumity interests are both fully protected.

Everyone selected for jury duty must make sacrifices and rearrange his or her schedule in order to perform this vital civic duty.
Please read all of the information provided in this summons before considering whether or not serving would create an undue
hardship or extreme inconvenience. If you still feel that your particular circumstances would prove too much of a burden,
complete the “Request a Postponement or Excuse” section below. I you request an excuse from grand jury, indicate a specific
month in the near future that you arc available for triaf jury service. :

# IMPORTANT +: If you request an excuse, wait a week after you mail in your response to allow the Court enough
time to process your request. Then call the Jury Information Line at (206)-370-8413 or toll free at (800) 488-3350 to
check whether the court granted or denied your request. You’l need your 9-digit “juror participant number” when you
call which is located above your name and address on the front side of this summons.

DETACH BOTTOM PORTION AND MAIL WITHIN 5 DAYS

TO REQUEST A POSTPONEMENT OR EXCUSE FROM SERVICE
If serving as a grand juror creates an undue hardship or an extreme inconvenience for you, please explain below why it
is unfair for the court to require you to serve on grand jury, Follow the instructions above to check whether your request
has been granted or denied. If your request is work-related, you must respond befow rather than your employer.

Please indicate a specific month that you are avaifable for trial jury service -
If your request is granted, the court will try to reschedule your service durlng the month that you specified.
If you do not give a date, one will be chosen for you. (Unless you qualify for a permanent excuse)
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

The following are frequently asked questions regarding grand jury service. If you find that you have a
question that was not covered, please contact the jury staff by e-mail; jury@wawd.uscourts.gov or by
phone at (206) 370-8410 or toll free at (800) 488-3550.

Q: What is the primary difference between federal grand jury and federal petit jury (trial
jury)? |

A:  The petfit jury listens to the evidence offered by the prosecution and the defense (if it chooses to
offer any) during a criminal trial and returns a verdict of guilty or not guilty. The grand jury, on
the other hand, does not determine guilt or innocence, but only whether there is probable cause

“to believe that a crime was committed and that a specific person or persons commiited it. If the
grand jury finds probable cause to exist, then it will return a written statement of the charges
called an "indictment”. Please read the enclosed grand jury handbook for a better understanding
of this important civic duty.

Q:  Why is the term of service 18 months long?

A:  Because the nature of grand jury duty is to hear on-going investigations and testimony which
can sometimes occur over several months, it is important that the same panel of grand jurors be
available from beginning to end. Also, cohesiveness within the panel develops over time
creating a more effective atmosphere during the grand jury proceedings.

Q:  Ilive over 60 miles away from the U.S, District Courthouse., Why was I sclected to serve in
Seattle?

A:  The Western District of Washington extends from the borders between Canada and Oregon to
the crest of the Cascade Mountains and Washington coast. Grand jury proceedings involve
criminal investigations in the district in which they are being held. The U.S. District Courthouse
for this district is located in Seattle with a divisional office located in Tacoma. Grand jury
proceedings are only held in the Seattle Courthouse. The Court must draw from the entire
district in order to have a fair cross-section of the communities within the district.

Q:  WhatifI have a vacation or trip planned during a time that I'm serving?

A:  Grand jurors may be absent from sessions for vacations or other reasons depending upon the
circumstances. All requests to miss a specific session should be made in writing and approved
by the Court in advance.



If 1 live over 60 miles one-way from the Courthouse, may I stay overnight on the niglit
before the impanelment?

Yes. Whether you are reporting for the impanelient or selected to serve on the grand jury, you
are entitled to stay the night prior to a day you are required by the Court to report. If you stay in
the immediate Seattle area in a hotel, you are eligible to receive a flat rate of $208.00 per night if
a hotel receipt is provided for verification. If you choose to stay at a personal residence (
friend/relative) in the Seattle arca rather than a hotel, a partial subsistence fee of $71.00 will be

paid instead.
How long will I be there for the impanelment on ||| N’

Impanelments are usually completed by noon. There will be a brief orientation by the Assistant
U.S. Attorney which may require you to be there until early afternoon if you are selected to the

jury.
What are the first days that I will need to report for jury duty after impanelment?

The first grand jury sessions will be hetd |G

If selected fo serve, would I have to meet on days [
T
Not usually. Those sessions are set from the day you begin your term of service. Essentially, [Jj

I 02t you can plan out on your calendar to arrange your normal schedule
around. The court will pr0v1de a schedule of grand jury reporting dates if you are selected as a

Jjuror.
Does the Court reimburse for toll, ferry and bus fare?

The Court will reimburse for bridge tolls and round-trip ferry expenses but not for bus fare.
While bus fare is not specifically paid, the 51 cents per mile paid for transportation expenses
should cover the amount to take the bus. If not, please see a jury clerk when you report.

Does my employer have to continue to pay me while I'm serving?

No. However, many employers have an employment policy in place regarding jury service,
This policy shounld explain what an employer is willing or not willing to do in terms of paying
employees while they are serving. Check with your employer to find out about their jury setvice

policy.

What if it snows or adverse weather conditions prohibit me from being able to make it in
time for a session? May I stay overnight prior to that day even if I don't live over 60 more
from the Courthouse?

Yes. Adverse weather conditions {(e.g. snow, icy roads) may occasionally prohibit you from
safely reporting to the courthouse on time for service. If you foresee a circumstance where this
may occur, you must contact the jury staff as soon as possible. Do not report if it is unsafe to do
S0.



