
  

 

Demand of Rights 

 

• I ill ot talk to you o  a yo e a out a ythi g. 

 

• I de a d to ha e a  ato ey p ese t efo e I  

speak to you o  a yo e. 

 

• I ill ot a s e  a y uesio s, o  eply to a y  

ha ges, ithout y ato ey p ese t. 

 

• I do ot ag ee to pe fo  a y test, o se t to  

a y sea hes, o  pa i ipate i  a y li e-ups. 

 

• I ill ot sig  a ythi g u less y ato ey  

ag ees I should do so. 

 

• I ill ot ai e a y of y o situio al ights. 

i fo@ ld .o g  ∙   -  
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Railroads, Ports, and     

Utilities Legal Primer 

 

This legal p i e  is i te ded to e a asi  legal esou e 

fo  a i ists a d legal o se e s i ol ed i  p otests at o  a ou d  
ail oads, po ts, a d e e gy fa iliies. 

Knowledge Is Power. 

Use this guide to help you u de sta d hat you a e gei g i to efo e tak-
i g a y a io . If you a e a ested, you a e o ligai g you self to the fede al 
a d/o  state i i al legal syste , hi h ay ha e o se ue es that i -
lude a o i io , jail, a d/o  p o aio . A t a o di gly. If you a e ot a le 

to deal ith the o se ue es of a  a est a d sta d i  solida ity ith you  
o u ity agai st go e e t ep essio , do ’t isk a est. A i is  a  

take a y fo s, so e ho est ith you self a out ho  you a  e ost 
efe i e i  ighi g fo  li ate jusi e. 

**Please e a a e that this p i e  is ot legal ad i e 
a d does ot fo  a  ato ey- lie t elaio ship.** 

 

 

 

Fo  .z . .  



  

 

This Primer  is ea t to supple e t K o  You  Rights t ai i g f o  
the Ci il Li e ies Defe se Ce te  a d does ot i lude  a dis ussio  of the 

ost o o  ha ges a d pu ish e ts that a i ists ill fa e f o  i i al 
t espass, diso de l  o du t, i i al is hief, et .  

Each State has different laws that a  appl  to a io s o  
ail oad, po t, o  e e g  fa ilit  p ope t . This p i e  fo uses o  Washi gto  

a d O ego  a d is ot ea t to epla e dilige t esea h  a paig s i  
these o  othe  states. Do ou  Resea h! 

Railroads 

You should know: 

Rail oad t a ks, a d usuall  the la d e te di g up to  feet o  eithe  side, 
a e p i ate p ope t  of ail oad o po aio s. Rail oad poli e ha e i te state 
ju isdi io  a d a  i esigate a d e fo e all state la  i es agai st the 
ail oad hethe  o  ot the oi e s a e o  ail oad p ope t .  

 

What are the risks? 

The e a e spe ial state a d fede al ha ges that a  e ought agai st p o-
teste s i te fe i g ith ail oads a d t ai s.  

 

1. Federal charges t pi all  i ol e the use of iole e, 
ut a y o - iole t a io s ay fa e se ious ha ges. Fede al 
ha ges deali g ith ail oads i lude: 

• Te o ist ata ks a d othe  iole e agai st ail oad a -
ie s a d agai st ass t a spo taio  syste s o  la d, o  
ate , o  th ough the ai   U.S.C. §  

This is a ig ha ge. It o e s lots of o - iole t eha io  that’s ot usuall  
o side ed te o is .  

Disa li g, e ki g, o  de aili g a  o -t a k e uip e t o  ehi le, as ell as 
aki g t a ks, depots, idges, tu els, sig als, a ehouses, et ., u usa le o  

u o ka le, ualiies as a te o ist ata k  u de  this statute. 

You a  also e ha ged u de  this statute fo  e o i g, da agi g, o  i -
pai i g a dispat h, ossi g, o  o t ol sig al, as ell as i te fe i g ith d i -
e s, e gi ee s, o  o du to s ith a e kless dis ega d fo  safet . 

  

 

so eo e ould ot e a le to ithsta d p essu e f o  the poli e, FBI, o  
othe  go e e t age —o  ou thi k that so eo e ould e te pted  
ofe s of edu ed se te es o  o e  fo  tu i g o  thei  o ades—do ’t 
f eel  sha e i fo aio  ith the .  
 

         

 

For a video of our Know Your Rights training for 

activists, go to: 

 www.cldc.org/organizing-resources/know-your-rights-for

-activists  

 

Contact CLDC at info@cldc.org to arrange a training or 

series of trainings for your community.  

 

If you appreciate activist resources like this primer 

and our Know Your Rights trainings, please consider be-

coming a member of the Civil Liberties Defense Center 

or make a donation to support CLDC’s work. Check out 
www.cldc.org/support-cldc for more information about 

how you can help. 

         

 

NOTES: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

aio  ith sele t i di iduals, e a a e of ho—a d hat—is a ou d ou. 
Do ’t sha e i fo aio  i  the p ese e of a o e ho does ot eed to 
k o  it, o  i  the p ese e of a  ele t o i  de i es, se u it  a e as, pla es 
that ould e i ed, et . 

 

Not Who You Think They Are 

 

Infiltrator: one ho e te s i to a g oup o  te ito  ith hosile i te t, 
usuall  ith a ki g f o  a go e e t age  o  o po aio .  
 

Informant: one ho p o ides i fo aio  a out a  i di idual o  a o -
u it  to a go e e t age  o  o po aio .  

 

Provocateur: one ho is e plo ed  a go e e t age  o  o po-
aio  to eate p o le s i  a o u it  a d/o  to e ou age a o u it  

o  i di idual e e s to e gage i  iole t a io s.  
 

Snitch: one ho tu s thei  a k o  thei  o u it  a d takes o  o e o  
o e of the a o e oles.  

 

What to Do 

Assu e that i ilt ato s, i fo a ts, a d p o o ateu s a e ithi  a  gi e  
a i ist o u it  a d espo d a o di gl . Be o  the lookout fo  suspi ious 

eha io  f o  othe s, a d adhe e to se u it  ultu e p a i es to help edu e 
the da age that these u el o e pa ies a  ause. If so eo e see s to 
ha e o e out of o he e, asks too a  uesio s, si s up u e essa  
disse t, eates ha ful gossip, p essu es othe s to e gage i  iole t a i i-
ies, o  eha es i  othe  a s hi h suggest that the  do ot a e a out 

hat is est fo  the ause, othe  a i ists, a d the o u it —do ’t t ust 
the . The  a  e o ki g fo  the go e e t o  a o po aio  that is eage  
to gathe  i fo aio  a out a i ists a d to t  to ake efe i e g oups fall 
apa t. 
 

I  addiio  to ei g auious a out the da ge  posed  people ho’ e ee  
paid to o k thei  a  i to a i ist o u iies, ou should e a eful a out 
t usi g people ho a  o e da  s it h. If fo  a  easo  ou thi k that 

  

 

It’s also i po ta t to ote that olle i g i fo aio , su veili g, photo-
g aphi g, videotapi g, o  diag a i g ail oads o  e uip e t to assist i  a y 
of this ehavio  a  also ualif  as a te o ist a t,  as does ate pi g, 
th eate i g, o spi i g, o  o e i g false i fo aio  a out a  ate pt to do 
a  of the a o e. 

This is a Class C felo y pu isha le  up to  ea s i  p iso  a d/o  i es. 

Note: this ha ge applies to t ai s o  ass t a spo taio  a ie s i ol ed i  
i te state o  fo eig  o e e, o  to i di iduals ho oss state li es to o -

it the a ts.  

 
• Dest u io  of aio al-defe se ate ials, aio al-
defe se p e ises, o  aio al-defe se uiliies*  U.S.C. § 

55  

Despite its a e, this ha ge o e s lots of ail oads. I ju i g o  dest o i g 
aio al-defe se ate ial, p e ises, o  uiliies is a i e, as lo g as ou ha e 

the i te t to i ju e, i te fe e ith, o  o st u t aio al defe se. It’s also a 
i e to ate pt to do so. 

Mate ials, p e ises, a d uiliies  i lude a  ail oad that ight a  de-
fe se ate ials o  t oops — hi h ould e ost ail oads. 

This is a Class C felo y pu isha le  up to  ea s i  p iso  a d/o  i es. 

*Fo  e pla ato  pu poses: The o ds aio al-defe se ate ial  i lude a s, a a e t, 
a u iio , li esto k, fo age, fo est p odu ts a d sta di g i e , sto es of lothi g, ai , ate , 
food, foodstufs, fuel, supplies, u iio s, a d all othe  a i les of hate e  des ipio  a d a  
pa t o  i g edie t the eof, i te ded fo , adapted to, o  suita le fo  the use of the U ited “tates i  
o e io  ith the aio al defe se o  fo  use i  o  i  o e io  ith the p odu i g, a ufa -

tu i g, epai i g, sto i g, i i g, e t a i g, dist i ui g, loadi g, u loadi g, o  t a spo i g of a  
of the ate ials o  othe  a i les he ei efo e e io ed o  a  pa t o  i g edie t the eof. 

The o ds aio al-defe se p e ises  i lude all uildi gs, g ou ds, i es, o  othe  pla es 
he ei  su h aio al-defe se ate ial is ei g p odu ed, a ufa tu ed, epai ed, sto ed, i ed, 

e t a ted, dist i uted, loaded, u loaded, o  t a spo ted, togethe  ith all a hi e  a d appli-
a es the ei  o tai ed; a d all fo ts, a se als, a  a ds, a ps, p iso s, o  othe  i stallaio s 
of the A ed Fo es of the U ited “tates. 

The o ds aio al-defe se uiliies  i lude all ail oads, ail a s, ele t i  li es, oads of hat-
e e  des ipio , ail oad o  ail a  i tu e, a al, lo k, da , ha f, pie , do k, idge, uildi g, 
st u tu e, e gi e, a hi e, e ha i al o t i a e, a , ehi le, oat, ai at, ai ields, ai  la es, 
a d i tu es o  appu te a es the eof, o  a  othe  ea s of t a spo taio  hatsoe e , he e-
o  o  he e  su h aio al-defe se ate ial, o  a  t oops of the U ited “tates, a e ei g o  

a  e t a spo ted eithe  ithi  the li its of the U ited “tates o  upo  the high seas o  else-
he e; a d all ai - o diio i g s ste s, da s, ese oi s, a uedu ts, ate  a d gas ai s a d 

pipes, st u tu es, a d uildi gs, he e  o  i  o e io  ith hi h ai , ate , o  gas a  e 
fu ished to a  aio al-defe se p e ises o  to the A ed Fo es of the U ited “tates, a d all 
ele t i  light a d po e , stea  o  p eu ai  po e , telepho e a d teleg aph pla ts, poles, i es, 



  

 

a d i tu es a d i eless staio s, a d the uildi gs o e ted ith the ai te a e a d ope a-
io  the eof used to suppl  ai , ate , light, heat, po e , o  fa iliies of o u i aio  to a  

aio al-defe se p e ises o  to the A ed Fo es of the U ited “tates.  [F o   U.“.C. § ] 

 

• E te i g t ai  to o it i e  U.S.C. §  

It’s a i e to e te  a t ai  ith the i te t to i ju e p ope t  o  a pe so , 
hate e  that i ju  ight look like. 

This is a Class A isde ea o  pu isha le  up to  ea  i  p iso  i ju  to 
p ope t  o  pe so  o  a Class C felo y pu isha le  up to  ea s o e  
o  u de , a d/o  a i e. 

 

2. State Charges also e ist fo  ail oad-spe ii  eha io . 

I  Washington, ha ges e ist fo : 

• O st u i g o  delayi g t ai  RCW . .  

This ha ge is p et  oad a d i i alizes o st u i g, hi de i g, o  dela i g 
a ail oad a . 

This is a isde ea o  pu isha le  up to  da s i  jail a d/o  a $ ,  i e. 

 

• Mali ious i ju y to ail oad p ope ty RCW . .  

Ta pe i g ith a  ail oad e uip e t o  st u tu e is a i e i  Washi gto . 
Rail oad st u tu es i lude e a k e ts a d ulve ts. Te h i all , ou ha e 
to ta pe  i  a a  that e da ge s the safet  of the p ope t  o  people. Also 

ote that th o i g a da ge ous issile  at a ail a  is o e ed  this statute. 

This is a Class B felo y pu isha le  up to  ea s i  state p iso  a d/o  a 
$ ,  i e. 

 

• Sa otagi g olli g sto k RCW . .  

Rolli g sto k  ea s so ethi g olli g alo g a ail oad t a k. If ou take, 
e o e, da age, alte , o  i te fe e ith a  pa t of a ail a , a d ou i te d 

to i ju e the ail a  o  dep i e its o e  of it, ou a  ha e o ited this 
i e. 

This is a Class C felo y pu isha le  up to  ea s i  state p iso  a d/o  a 
$ ,  i e. 

  

 

Appl  fo  a ou t-appoi ted ato e  if ou so hoose. You ill e ei e a fu-
tu e ou t date to appea . Make o ta t ith you  ato ey as soo  as possi-

le. It is ou  espo si ilit  to e ai  i  o ta t ith ou   ato e ; this a  
e f ust ai g, ut ill e esse ial to ou  defe se! If ou hoose to go to 

t ial, it a  e ou  espo si ilit  to lo ate a d se u e it esses o  ou  e-
half. If ou a e fou d guilt  at t ial, o  ele t to late  plead guilt , ou a e al-
lo ed to dela  se te i g at least  hou s. At the se te i g hea i g, ou 

a  e o de ed to se e jail i e, so e p epa ed to epo t to jail i ediate-
l . P o aio  e ui es ou to o e  all la s. A su se ue t a est hile o  p o-

aio  ould esult i  a sepa ate p o aio  iolaio  ase a d addiio al pu -
ish e t i ludi g jail. 
 

Security Culture Basics 

Don’t Brag 

You’ e e gaged i  a i is  to p ote t the pla et f o  fu the  dest u io , ot 
to get ool poi ts. B aggi g a out a io s—past, p ese t, o  futu e—puts ou 
a d ou  o u it  at isk. The go e e t a  use aggi g to gathe  i -
fo aio  a out ou, ou  o ades, a d a io s, a d it a  also de ide to 
ta get ou fo  gei g o e i fo aio . This applies to eal life  as ell as 
ele t o i all . Go e e t age ies losel  o ito  e ail, Fa e ook a d 
othe  e sites, ell pho es, a d all ele t o i  o u i aio s.  

 

Don’t Gossip 

Like aggi g, gossipi g eates a eak li k th ough hi h the go e e t 
a  gathe  i fo aio  a out a o u it  to use agai st it. Addiio all , 

gossip ope s up oppo tu iies fo  the go e e t to e ploit o  e e  eate 
disag ee e ts a d te sio s et ee  a i ists. E e  if the go e e t 
does ’t use ou  gossip to do da age, ou a  do that a a ; gossip a  
easil  lead to good a i ists d oppi g out of o e e ts. O li e gossip a  e 
espe iall  da agi g to i di iduals a d o u iies, a d ost issues that 
a ise ithi  a i ist o u iies do ’t eed to e oad ast to the pu li  a d 
the go e e t.  

 

Operate on a “Need to Know” Basis 

O l  sha e i fo aio  ith othe s that NEED“ to e k o , a d o l  sha e 
the i fo aio  ith the people ho NEED to k o  it. A  fu the  sha i g 

eates the u e essa  isks of i fo aio  gei g sha ed ith i fo a ts, 
people ho ill s it h, a d people ho did ot a t the espo si ilit  of 
k o i g i fo aio . Fu the o e, he  ou a e sha i g se sii e i fo - 



  

 

Level II: Detention 

If a  ofi e  easo a l  suspe ts ou ha e ee  i ol ed i  a i e, the  a  
detai  ou fo  uesio i g. You ust ide if  ou self upo  e uest at this 
le el a e, add ess, D.O.B. . I  ost states, ou do ot ha e to p odu e a  
ID a d u less ou a e the d i e  of a ehi le. Gi i g false i fo aio  is a 

i e. Do ot o se t to a sea h, ut if the poli e ha e p o a le ause o  a 
a a t hi h ou should ask to see , the  do ot eed ou  o se t. But 
e e  e all  o se t. Repeat: I do ot o se t to this sea h.  Poli e a  

pat do  ou  lothi g if the  ha e a easo a le suspi io  that ou a e a -
i g a o ealed eapo ; do ot ph si all  esist ut ake it lea  that ou do 

ot o se t to a  fu the  sea h. Do ot talk to the poli e. “ay: I i oke y 
Fith A e d e t Right to e ai  sile t. I a t a la ye .   Poli e a e allo ed 
to lie to ou, a d a thi g ou sa  as ell as o plete sile e  ould e used 
agai st ou a d p o ide the poli e ith p o a le ause to a est ou. Do ’t 
u  a a  e e  if ou elie e hat is happe i g to ou is u la ful; this a  

lead to ou  a est a d i ju . Re e e  offi e s’ a es a d adge u -
e s, a d ite do  e e ythi g a out the i ide t as soo  as possi le.  

 

Level III: Arrest 

Ask fo  a  ato ey i ediately upo  ei g take  i to ustody. Repeat this 
de a d as ote  as e essa y.  You ha e the ight to e ai  sile t— ait fo  
you  ato ey efo e sayi g a ythi g. I  ost i u sta es, if ou efuse to 
p o ide a a e a d add ess hile i  ustod , ou ill ot e eligi le fo  e-
lease o  a ou t-appoi ted ato e . Withi  a easo a le i e, the poli e 

ust allo  ou to ake a pho e all to ou  ato e  a d a  ot legall  lis-
te  to that all ut assu e the  ill! . Do ot talk to fello  a estees ega d-
i g the i u sta es of the a est; ou e e  k o  ho ight e liste i g/
e o di g o  if ou’ e a tuall  talki g to a  i fo a t o  u de o e  oi e . 

You ust e p o ided ade uate edi al a e hile i  ustod . If you a e o  
edi aio , i fo  the jail of that fa t i ediately a d epeatedly, i  
ii g if possi le. If ou ha e dieta  est i io s fo  health o  eligious ea-

so s, the jail a  e e ui ed to p o ide ou ith alte ai e eals. I fo  
the jail of you  dieta y eeds as soo  as you a i e. If the jail fails to a o -

odate those eeds, egi  the g ie a e p o ess i ediatel . 
T a sge de ed people ha e the ight to e safe hile i  ustod . I fo  jail 
staf of issues of o e . 

 

What Happens Next? 

Eithe  hile i  ustod , o  sho tl  upo  ou  elease, ou ill e e ui ed to 
appea  i  ou t fo  a  a aig e t hea i g. Plead NOT GUILTY to all ha ges. 

  

 

3. Some states do not have any special ha ges deali g ith ail-
oads o  t ai s, ut ail oad p otests a  sill at a t spe ial legal ate io . 

 

I  Oregon, e te i g o  e ai i g o  ail oad a ds, t a ks, idges, o  
ights of a  auto ai all  o situtes C i i al t espass i  the fi st de-

g ee, a Class A  isde ea o  pu isha le  up to  ea  i  jail a d/o  a 
i e of $ , . 

 

I te fe i g o  o st u i g the se i e of a ail oad, o  usi g, ea a gi g, 
a ipulai g, o  da agi g ail oad p ope t  auto ai all  o situtes 

C i i al is hief i  the fi st deg ee, a Class C felo y, pu isha le  up to  
ea s i  p iso  a d/o  $ ,  i e. 

 

Othe  “tates ha e dife e t statutes o  la s, ake su e to esea h ou  
state la s. 

 

What we’ve seen so far in Railroad   
actions.  

• I  a se ies of la o  p otests i   at the e  EGT g ai  staio  i  
Lo g ie , WA, a st o g u io  to , u io  e e s oke do  fe es, 

lo ked t ai s a d e e  eleased the g ai  a go du i g thei  p otests. The 
ost o o  ha ges that e e pu sued agai st the a i ists e e C i i-

al T espass a d O st u i g o  dela i g t ai  see a o e . Most of the oth-
e  ha ges su h as diso de l  o du t, o st u i g a poli e oi e , ali-
ious is hief  e e dis issed, a d the othe s e ded i  plea deals o  t ials 

ith so e ju ies efusi g to i d guilt  e di ts . Pu ish e ts ostl  o -
sisted of o u it  se i e a d i es. *“pe ial ules appl  to u io  la o  
st uggles a d a io s. 

I  “epte e  of  a d Ap il ,  to  a i ists i  Missoula, MT 
lo ked the path of a oal t ai   sta di g lose e ough to the t a ks to 
ake it u safe fo  the t ai  to pass. The  e e gi e  a a i g to lea  the   

t a ks a d told that those ho e ai ed ould e ited. Those ho e e 
ited p i a il  fa ed ha ges of t espass a d diso de l  o du t. The t ai  
as slo ed, ut it as ot stopped. 

 



  

 

Note: Across the country, C i i al t espass e ai s the ost o -
o  ha ge fo  a i ists i ol ed i  ail oad a io s. Keep i  i d that, as i  

othe  t pes of a io s, p oteste s a  also e ha ged ith i i al t espass, 
i i al is hief, diso de ly o du t, o  pu li  uisa e. 

P o aio  te s & esituio  a e o o  pu ish e ts fo  li ate jusi e 
a io s, ut the  a e ot ote  epo ted. 

 

Ports 

You should know: 

Po ts a e o side ed sepa ate u i ipaliies ha te ed  the state like a it  
o  a to . Po t p ope t  is likel  eithe  o ed  the po t u i ipalit , a o -
po aio , o  p i ate i di iduals. “tate la  applies i  po ts, ut so e fede al 
ha ges a  also appl  e ause po ts a e o side ed ii al i f ast u tu e of 
o e e. Po ts, like othe  u i ipal e iies, ha e thei  o  poli e fo es to 

i esigate a d e fo e la s o e i g po t p ope t , hi h a  i lude i -
la d po t p ope t . 

 

What are the 

risks? 

As ith ail oads, the e a e spe-
ial state a d fede al ha ges 

that a  e ought agai st p o-
teste s o du i g a io s at 
po ts. 
 

. Federal charges t pi all  i ol e the use of iole e, 
ut a y o - iole t a io s ay fa e se ious ha ges. T o 

fede al ha ges a e o th oi g: 
• Boa di g essels efo e a i al  U.“.C. §  

Boa di g a essel efo e it has o pletel  oo ed — that is, efo e it has 
o e to a est at po t — is a i e. 

This is a Class B isde ea o  pu isha le  up to si  o ths i  p iso  a d/o  
a i e. 

Photo: Po tla d Risi g Tide 

  

 

Know Your Rights 
 
What to Do When Interacting with the Police 
 

 

Basic Tips 

- You a e ot allo ed to lie to ops, ut the  a e allo ed to lie to ou a d 
ou should e pe t the  to do so .  

- Keep ou  ha ds isi le a d do ’t ake ui k o e e ts. 

- Do ’t go a he e ith a op u less ou a e u de  a est.  

- “ta  i  ell-lit a eas a d he e it esses a e p ese t.  

- Assu e that ou a e ei g e o ded  the op. 

- If possi le, e o d the op o  ha e so eo e else do so. It is legal to e o d 
ops i  a pu li  pla e if ou i fo  the  that ou a e e o di g a d ou 

a e ’t i te fe i g ith thei  usi ess.  

- Be polite ut i  a out asse i g ou  ights. 

 

The poli e i te fe e ith people’s ights i  th ee disi t a s: Co e sa-
io , Dete io , a d A est. Ide if  ou  situaio  so ou k o  ou  ights, 
a d ote that if a op gi es ou a a i g o  a  o de  a d ou dis ega d it, 

ou a  e a ested. A ythi g you say a  a d ill e used agai st you, 
so stay al  a d i  o t ol.  

 

Level I: Conversation 

Poli e ofi e s ha e the ight to app oa h a d ask ou uesio s, ut a se t 
a  easo a le suspi io  that ou a e i ol ed i  i i al a i it , a  
ofi e  a ot detai  ou. You do ot ha e to a s e  a y uesio s. You 
do ot ha e to p o ide ide ii aio  to a  ofi e  at this le el u less ou 
a e d i i g a oto  ehi le; this i ludes o -U“ iize s. Mi o s u de   

ea s of age  do ot ha e to a s e  a  uesio s  poli e u less a pa e t 
o  ato e  is p ese t. Dete i e if ou a e i  a Le el I situaio   aski g if 

ou a e f ee to lea e. If you a e f ee to lea e, lea e. 

 

“Am I being detained?” 



  

 

 

I  Oregon, i te fe i g o  o st u i g the se i e of a uilit , o  usi g, ea -
a gi g, a ipulai g, o  da agi g uilit  p ope t  auto ai all  o situtes 

C i i al is hief i  the fi st deg ee, a Class C felo y, pu isha le  up to  
ea s i  p iso  a d/o  $ ,  i e. 

 

What we’ve seen so far in  
Utility actions. . . 
• I  Ashe ille, No th Ca oli a i  Fe ua y , G ee pea e e e s li ed 
fe es to a ess a P og ess E e g  Fa ilit , lo ked do  to e uip e t, a d 
hu g a a e  f o  the top of a  i a i e s okesta k. “i tee  people e e 
a ested a d ha ged ith t espass a d a fe  ith eaki g a d e te i g.  
I  Jul  , the Oak idge  ut th ough th ee fe es at Y-  Nu lea  “to age 
Fa ilit  i  Oak Ridge, Te essee a d a dalized the outside of a uildi g. The  

e e ha ged ith a a iet  of i es ut e e uli atel  o i ted of da -
agi g aio al defe se p e ises see a o e . O e of the a i ists, a u , e-
ei ed  ea s i  p iso . The t o othe s, ho had lo ge  i i al histo ies, 
e e se te ed to  ea s. 

 “o e of the G ee  “ a e a i ists e e ha ged ith  U“C §  
Dest u io  of a  e e g  fa ilit  fo  a sa otage a io  that toppled Bo e-
ille Po e  Ad i ist aio  po e  li es i  De e e  . The  e e ot o -
i ted of this i e e ause plea deals e e ade.  

 

Note: It’s o th epeai g: i  addiio  to the ha ges listed a o e, p o-
teste s a  fa e t pi al a i ist ha ges su h as i i al t espass, i i al 

is hief, diso de ly o du t, o  pu li  uisa e. 

         

Always remember that it’s hard to predict what 
charges prosecutors will i g. Just e ause the  did ’t pu sue a e tai  
ha ge this i e does ’t ea  the  o ’t i  the futu e.  

U de sta d hat o du t is illegal. 

Re og ize that a io s su h as aki g pla s, s oui g, th eate i g, 
ate pi g, a d o veyi g false i fo aio  a e ote  o e ed  the ha ge. 

Do you  legal esea h i  ad a e of a  pote ial a est s e a io. 

Asse t you  Rights. 

  

 

• Dest u io  of aio al-defe se ate ials, aio al-
defe se p e ises, o  aio al-defe se uiliies  U.“.C. § 

 

We sa  this o e u de  ail oads, too. The ha ge o e s i ju i g o  dest o -
i g aio al-defe se ate ial, p e ises, o  uiliies, hi h a  i lude po t 
fa iliies. You ha e to ha e the i te t to i ju e, i te fe e ith, o  o st u t 

aio al defe se. It’s also a i e to ate pt to do so. 

Mate ials, p e ises, a d uiliies  o e s do ks, ha es, pie s, idges, 
da s, a als, lo ks, oats, o  uildi gs that ould pote iall  e i ol ed i  

o i g defe se ate ial o  t oops. 

This is a Class C felo y pu isha le  up to  ea s i  p iso  a d/o  i es. 

 

2. State Charges are less common for po t a i it . 
I  Washington, a ha ge e ists fo : 
 

• O st u i g a igaio  RCW . .  

This ha ge o e s o st u i g the a iga le po io  o  ha el of a ha o , 
a , i e  o  st ea  i  a  a . 

This is a isde ea o  pu isha le  a i e up to $ . 
 

Note: so e states, like O ego , do ot ha e a  spe ial ha ges deal-
i g ith po ts. But, agai , p oteste s a  fa e t pi al a i ist ha ges su h 
as i i al t espass, i i al is hief, diso de ly o du t, o  pu li  ui-
sa e. Also, if ou e te  a oat o  uildi g ith the i te t to o it a 

i e, ou a  e ha ged ith felo  u gla . Resea h the la s i  ou  
state. 

 

What we’ve seen so far in Port           
actions . . . 

• O  De e e  , , O upy a i ists su essfully shut do  the Po t 
of Po tla d. The e e e o ha ges fo  a i ists at the shut-do  itself  
othe s e e a ested a a  f o  the p otest site fo  u elated i es . 

• T o people lo ked do  to e uip e t a d delayed the depa tu e of 
Megaload ship e ts at the Po t of U ailla o  De e e  ,  o  i -



  

 

la d po t p ope t . The  fa ed ha ges of diso de l  o du t. 

 The la o  a io  des i ed a o e u de  Rail oads took pla e o  po t p ope -
t  o  po t la d i  Lo g ie  a d Va ou e , WA.  

 

Utilities 

You should know: 
 

Uiliies, pu li  uiliies, o  e e g  fa iliies 
a e the i f ast u tu e p odu i g o  t a s-

ii g e e g  to the pu li , o  the o pa-
ies that o  su h i f ast u tu e. Ele t i it , 

gas, oil, ate , a d se age a e all uiliies. 
Although usuall  p i atel  o ed, uiliies 
e jo  spe ial legal p ote io s e ause of 
thei  i po ta e to the ge e al pu li . 

 

What are the risks? 

The e a e spe ial fede al ha ges that a  
e ought agai st p oteste s i te fe i g 
ith uiliies. 

 

1. Federal charges t pi all  i ol e the use of iole e, 
ut a y o - iole t a io s ay fa e se ious ha ges. Fede al ha ges i -
lude: 

 

• Dest u io  of a  e e gy fa ility  U.“.C. §  

Co t a  to its a e, this ha ge o e s o e tha  just dest u io .  It’s also 
a i e to da age a fa ilit  i ol ed i  the p odu io , sto age, t a s issio , 
o  dist i uio  of e e g , o  to ate pt to do so. This i ludes pipeli es, 

hethe  o  ot the  a e u de  o st u io  o  ope aio al. 

If this da age auses a sig ii a t i te upio  i  the fa ilit ’s p odu io  o  
if ou ause o e  $ ,  i  da age , this is a Class C felo y pu isha le  
up to  ea s i  p iso  a d/o  a i e. 

Photo: Cas adia Fo est Defe de s 

  

 

It’s a Class E felo y pu isha le  up to  ea s i  p iso  a d/o  a i e if ou 
ause up to $ ,  i  da ages a d o sig ii a t i te upio . 

Note: this ha ges applies eve  to fa iliies that a e ot fu io al — eithe  
u de  o st u io  o  of-li e. 

 

• Dest u io  of aio al-defe se ate ials, aio al-
defe se p e ises, o  aio al-defe se uiliies  U.“.C. § 

 

We sa  this i  the ail oad a d po ts se io s. The ha ge o e s i ju i g o  
dest o i g aio al-defe se ate ial, p e ises, o  uiliies. You ha e to ha e 
the i te t to i ju e, i te fe e ith, o  o st u t aio al defe se. It’s also a 

i e to ate pt to do so. 

Mate ials, p e ises, a d uiliies  i ludes ele t i  pla ts, li es, gas ai s, 
pipes, poles, uildi gs, o  st u tu es suppl i g e e g  to aio al defe se 
p e ises o  a ed fo es. The e a e lots of aio al defe se p e ises a d 
lots of a ed fo es, so this i ludes a lot of uiliies. 

This is a Class C felo y pu isha le  up to  ea s i  p iso  a d/o  i es. 

 

• C i i al pe alies fo  da agi g a pipeli e o  
fa ility  U.“.C. §  

Da agi g o  dest o i g a  i te state gas o  haza dous li uid pipeli e fa ilit , 
o  a pipeli e used i  i te state o e e — ea i g it ust oss a state 
li e, hi h ost pipeli es do — is a i e. So is ate pi g to do so. 

This is a Class C felo y pu isha le  up to  ea s i  p iso  a d/o  i es. 

 

2. States may not have special charges deali g ith uiliies. Re-
sea h ou  state’s la s. 
 

Ho e e , i  Washington, ausi g a  i te upio  o  i pai e t i  uilit  
se i e  ph si all  da agi g o  ta pe i g ith uilit  p ope t  auto ai al-
l  o situtes Mali ious is hief i  the fi st deg ee, a Class B felo y pu isha-

le  up to  ea s i  p iso  a d a i e of $ , . 
Causi g a su sta ial isk of su h i te upio  o  i pai e t  da agi g o  
ta pe i g ith uilit  p ope t  auto ai all  o situtes Mali ious is hief 
i  the se o d deg ee, a Class C felo y pu isha le  up to i e ea s i  p iso  
a d a $ ,  i e. 
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